32          ECONOMIC IMPERIALISM

world's continents. If industry and trade were
to be converted into a struggle and war between
organised national States in Europe, what was to
prevent it becoming a war too outside Europe ?
If the French capitalist and manufacturer, using
the power and organisation of his State, shut the
British out of France, would he not also do the same
in Algeria ? And what France had done in Algeria,
in northern Africa, she or some other State might
proceed to do again in the Eldorado which Stanley
was rumoured to have discovered in central Africa,
or in the vast, rich, thickly populated countries of
Asia, Why, it was already whispered that King
Leopold of Belgium, under the pretence of
science and philanthropy, was using Stanley and
his explorations to win the new Eldorado for him-
self and Belgium,

So men began to argue about the year 1880,
The effect upon foreign policy was instantaneous.
The " Great Powers/' France, Germany* and
Britain fell upon Africa and. Asia, seizing territory
wherever they could lay hands on it. In. the ten
years 1880-1890, five million square miles of
African territory, containing a population of over
sixty millions, were seized by and subjected Co
European States, la Asia during the same ten